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.i*i piece; they are very careful not to nit**    sv
great ones."*   This, which is the best ki**    -^ most generally admired of Balzac's novt' 1 *** * cated by a strange irony of fate to Mai'**      , identity has never been discovered; the*    € really known about her being her pathet i «• * to Balzac, that he would love her just it»*    ». and she would love him for all eternity, not, however, have undisputed possession * the short time she longed for, as Madamu   * all-conquering influence was in the ascend*1-1 as Balzac was always discreet, perhaps p<" * was not aware of this.
In the midst of the acclamations and c< > * *£•** tions on the appearance of " Eugenie   C * * a Balzac again left Paris, and went to Geiu*^ **' he arrived on December 25th, 1833.    lie*    *l Paris on February 8th, having  spent  .s, i *v with   the   Hanski  family.     During thi*»     *! definite promise was made by Madame*     I * that she would marry him if she became *  f *   v " Adoremus in aeternum " was their motlc > *«    ^ her humble" moujik," and she was his ct j>rc-«l; his love, his life, his only thought." t
Curiously enough, his occupation in (*c-ia.t the rapture of his newly-found happiness.» v write the "Duchesse de Langeais," by \vlii-intended to revenge himself on Madame de t, * n
* "Balzac, sa Vie et ses (Euvres d'apres sa Com>,HjM»(u*tai Madame L. Surville. t "Lettres a 1'Etrangere."is a masterpiece, I know; but it is a little master- and hadhen the work is finished."he diligence with five Swiss, who treated himonsciousnesse were many disputedon that the midst of suspense—He goes to Rome—Comes back better in health and spirits—et La Cousine Bette " and " Le Cousin Pons"—Balzac goes to Wiesbaden—Marriage of Comtesse Anna and Comte Georges Mniszech—Balzac and Madame Hanska secretly engaged—Parisian gossip . . 273
